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Definitions 
A DIS is a 1-6 credit hour course that is planned and developed between a student and a graduate school faculty member in the Department of Social Work.  The DIS may be used in place of an elective or a waived course, but not in place of a required course in the BSW program.
The student works independently, but the faculty member assumes responsibility for directing the student and assigning the grade based on an approved DIS Proposal ( see below) that is completed and signed by the student, the faculty member, and the Chair of the Department of Social Work
The DIS must meet all course deadlines (i.e., enrollment and grades) as designated at UNC-Charlotte.
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Proposal for Social Work Directed Independent Study (DIS)

Department of Social Work

SOWK 3895
The purpose of the Directed Independent Study (DIS) is to expand and deepen the student’s knowledge and skills in a specific area of study that is not offered in the BSW curriculum or available through elective courses.  The DIS may be used in place of an elective or waived course, but not in place of a required course in the BSW program.  The DIS should focus on a topic or are of practice that is well- suited for a one-to-one, faculty-to-student cooperative relationship. The student entering into such a cooperative relationship must understand that a high level of independence is required of her/ him in fulfilling the academic and intellectual requirement of the DIS.

Approval process must be completed before the beginning of the semester in which the Directed Study will be done.

Student’s Name
______________________________________________
Faculty Instructor
______________________________________________
Semester/Year

______________________________________________

* Credit Hours 1      2       3       4       5      6

(2.5 hours of outside study per week are expected for every 1 hour of credit)

1. Topic or Title of DIS
2. Background: (Identify courses completed, or prior training/experience, which constitute the foundation that prepares you for this DIS.)
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3. Learning Objectives:
a. List your objectives and what you expect to learn:

b. How do your objectives fit with your professional goals in the BSW program? 
(You can think of this in term of fields of practice, practice methodologies, practice methods and knowledge with special populations, or other specific professional goals):
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c. List learning activities that will fulfill each of your objectives (Be Specific. You can think of this in terms of a literature review, case analyses, a review of specific books and journal regarding a field of practice, method, or population, etc.)

d. What final products are expected for evaluation by the faculty member? :( Describe the final report /summation/result which will be the product of the DIS? Examples include a complete literature review, a thesis-like paper, a practice or evaluation model, etc.)
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4. Faculty Responsibility: (Describe the involvement of the family member in this DIS: How often will she/he met with the student, what activities will occur in those meetings, etc.?)

Approval Signatures:

Student

_________________________________________  Date: _____________

Faculty Instructor
_________________________________________  Date: _____________

Chair of the

_________________________________________  Date: _____________

Department of Social Work

After all signatures have been obtained, return this form to the Department of Social Work Administrative Assistant for student records.
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