Department of Social Work 
Bachelor of Social Work Degree: 120 hours

College of Health & Human Services
www.health.uncc.edu
Academic Plan of Study

Program Summary:

· Admission to Lower Division - Students who are in good academic standing at the University are eligible to declare Social Work as their major. Lower Division students are eligible to enroll in General Education courses as well the following courses required for the Social Work major: SOWK 1101, 2182, & 2183. 
· Admissions to Upper Division Social Work Major: Minimum GPA of 2.3 required; Advising session required prior to application; Must complete Lower Division SOWK courses 1101, 2182, & 2183 with a minimum grade of a C. Strongly encouraged to have completed SOCY 1101, PSYC 1101, BIOL 1110 & 110L, POLS 1110, & FORL 2050 or 2201 Level.
· Competitive admissions. Various admission criteria taken into consideration. BSW admissions process in Spring and Summer semesters.
· Advising (BSW major): by Department of Social Work faculty advisors. 
· Minimum Grades/GPA: minimum grades of C in Lower Division SOWK courses and SOWK Upper Division courses. Major GPA of 2.0 required for graduation.
· Teacher Licensure: No.
· Night Classes Available: No.
· Weekend Classes Available: No.
· Other information: Students are required to complete over 550 hours of agency field work during their senior year. 
· Contact Person: College of Health & Human Services Advising Center, CHHS 103, 704-687-7922.
Program Requirements:

The Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) program at UNC Charlotte is accredited by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE). 
The BSW curriculum is a 4 year program of study that prepares the BSW graduate for generalist social work practice and to prepare competent and effective professionals, to develop social work knowledge, and to provide leadership in the development of service delivery systems.  
Upon completion of the SOWK Lower-Division pre-requisite courses, students apply to the upper division of the Social work program. Decisions on admission are made by the Department of Social Work Admissions Committee both in the Spring and Second Summer session. Admission is competitive, and not all Lower-Division students are accepted into the Upper Division Social Work Major. Consistent with University policy, the School offers admission to applicants whose credentials present the best qualifications among those meeting minimum requirements.
Minimum criteria for Admission to the Upper Division Social Work major:

· Completion of required prerequisite courses, with a minimum grade of a C, by the end of the semester of application.

· Completion of SOWK 1101, 2182 & 2183. Strongly encourage to have completed SOCY 1101, PSYC 1101, BIOL 1110 & 110L, POLS 1110 prior to enrolling in Upper Division SOWK courses.  

· Overall UNC-Charlotte GPA (Grade Point Average) of 2.3.
· Submission of the Department of Social Work Upper Division Bachelor of Social Work Application by the deadline stated in the Catalog.

· Additional consideration is granted to students with paid or volunteer experience in a social service environment in which the applicant directly interacted with clients. 
The Upper Division Social Work Major is very structured with little flexibility in course offerings and the sequence in which courses must be completed as stipulated by our accrediting source, the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE). While failed Lower-Division SOWK courses can be repeated, students must receive a grade of C or better in every Upper Division SOWK course, including field practicum. Students who receive two grades of D or F in an Upper-Division SOWK course will be dismissed from the major with the exception of a course repeat that allows a student to repeat one Upper-Division SOWK course. Students who repeat a course and achieve a grade of C or higher may continue in Upper Division. Students who are dismissed from the SOWK major are not allowed readmission to the program. 
Summary of Credit Hours
	Lower Division SOWK  Prerequisites
	21 hours
	Required courses in the Lower-Division will satisfy General Education requirements for Development of Fundamental Skills of Inquiry and Inquiry in the Sciences.

	Upper Division SOWK Major
	76 hours 
	Required courses also fulfill the General Education Communication Skills requirements (Writing in the Discipline and Oral Communication).

	General Education*
	12 hours
	This includes the “Themes of Liberal Education for Private and Public Life” (Liberal Studies)

	Foreign Language
	0 – 8 hours
	Foreign Language proficiency through 2050 or 2201 Level. This may be required either by proficiency testing (no credit hours awarded) or completing at least a 2050 or 2201 level course.

	Electives
	0 – 10
	As needed to complete 120 hours total; depending upon total hours earned in Lower-Division Social Work Major and foreign language.


Suggested Plan of Study: 

	
	Lower-Division SOWK 
	General Education 
	Electives

	Freshman 
	SOCY 1101 (3) 

PSYC 1101 (3) 

BIOL 1110 (3) 

POLS 1110 (3)

BIOL 1110 Lab (1)

	LBST 11XX - series
LBST 21XX – series (If UCOL 1XXX is not available.)
Note: LBST courses can be completed in any numerical order.
	UCOL 1XXX Freshman Seminar is encouraged in the Fall.  Limited sections are also available in the Spring.

	Sophomore
	SOWK 1101 Field of SW (3) SOWK 2183 HBSE II (3) SOWK 2182 HBSE I (3) Writing Intensive (3) 
	LBST 2200 Series (3) LBST 2102 (3) 

Elective (3) 

Elective (3) 

Elective (3)
	Foreign Language 1101 or 1201

 Foreign Language 1201 & 1202 (if not exempt through proficiency testing or high school exemption.)

	
	Upper-Division SOWK
	
	

	Junior
	All required SOWK courses
	
	

	Senior
	All required SOWK courses
	
	


ADVISING RESOURCES:

· www.gened.uncc.edu is the definitive source for General Education requirements for ALL students.
· Department of Social Work website
· www.advising.uncc.edu is the central university source of information on advising.
· http://www.provost.uncc.edu/Catalogs/ is the official Undergraduate Catalog.
· College of Health & Human Services Advising Center website.

· University Advising Center website. (www.advisingcenter.uncc.edu)
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