BSW Upper Division Application Instructions 
The Process:

· Applicants will receive their applications late in the Fall semester or first summer school session, usually in their HBSE I class prior to the first fall semester of Upper Division.
· Due before the end of the first week of class the following Spring semester or the second session of summer school.  Completed applications are turned in to the Social Work reception desk in 493 CHHS.  
· Applications are reviewed and selections are made by the Social Work Admissions Committee.  Letters regarding admissions decisions are sent to each applicant by March 1st or August 5th.  
Prerequisites to Upper Division Social Work:

· Applicants must have completed or be in the process of completing SOWK 1101 and SOWK 2182; students cannot enroll in Upper Division courses until all 3 core courses are complete:  SOWK 1101, SOWK 2182, SOWK 2183

· Please note the grade and GPA requirements posted on the application

· Applicants who do not have the minimum 2.25 GPA may reapply after the GPA is improved

· Applicants must have attended a BSW advising session in CHHS 103 prior to applying
· The applicant is responsible for knowing the UNCC general education and BSW required courses, including those outside the major.  See the BSW program Student Handbook at www.health.uncc.edu/sowk for details.
In rare cases provisional admission may be offered at the discretion of the BSW Program Coordinator in cases where the GPA is very close and expected to significantly improve at the end of the Spring or Summer session
The Application:

· Applications should be completed in full with current information, typed or neatly handwritten 
· Students are not denied admission based exclusively on criminal background

· Transcripts may be unofficial copies, UNCC transcripts may be downloaded from the web

Social Work Experience
· The admissions committee does not expect applicants to have experience in formal social work roles or extensive in-depth volunteer experience

· Volunteer or professional human service experience is desirable for the applicant’s exposure to the nature and challenges of social work
· The two factors to consider are the type of population served and the length of time engaged in the activity.

· Short term indirect experience, such as filling shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child, would be less desirable than sustained engagement over several months with a certain disadvantaged population such as:  

· Tutoring a disadvantaged child for months in a school 
· Faith based mission work, domestic or international
· Several weekends conducting activities at a residential care facility
· Life experience such as having a sibling involved in a humans services system

· Guardian Ad Litem (the gold standard but may be unrealistic for many of our students)  
Narrative

· The essay questions evaluate the applicant’s writing skills, focus and organization of thoughts, and introspection.  This provides an opportunity to discuss life experiences that led to social work.  
· Applicants will be composing a typed full page answer to each question, 9 and 10.

Optional Other Comments 
· This optional section could include reasons for variations in academic performance, or unusual background history that might help the committee understand your interest in social work.
Your Signature

· Please date and sign the application

     .

